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THE PUBLIC LIBRARY A DAILY NEED 


Libraries are no longer a matter of the hobby of any individual, and 
I hope that communities will not be entirely dependent upon someone 
in their midst dying and leaving them a library. Every enlightened 
community should provide efficient library service for its needs out of 
public funds. Libraries are now just as much a part of our daily life as 
are food and exercise. Without accurate knowledge, it is impossible for 
a democracy to live, and in these times particularly, it is not by our own 
narrow vision that we must be guided, but by what has happened in the 
past, what is happening in other parts of the world, and what is hap- 
pening in all parts of our own country. Only through intelligent and 
enlightened library service can that information be obtained. 


FroreELLo H. LaGuarpia, Mayor of New York. 


A. L. A. Conference. June 22, 1937. Proceedings p. 686. 
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NOTES FOR LIBRARIANS 


Edited by Blanche A. Smith 


Going Down 


Why has circulation dropped? 

The circulation has dropped. The lack 
of books is the chief reason, but there 
are several minor reasons among which 
may be the knitting fad. Many women 
who used to read now spend their time 
knitting. 

The drag in circulation in the chil- 
dren’s department is due, we believe, not 
only to lack of books but to the many out- 
side diversions which now attract chil- 
dren, for libraries throughout the coun- 
try report similar losses in the use of 
juvenile books.—Annual report. City Li- 
brary of MANCHESTER, N. H. 1936. 


What We Can Do About It 


Branch librarians lived through the 
hectic days of abnormal circulation in- 
creases when resources of the Libraries 
were strained to the utmost, and saw 
those followed by the comparative calm 
of a more normal use, when reading as a 
thought-killer or a job-getter or a fran- 
tic attempt to find life worthwhile, gave 
place to more systematic purposes. Bud- 
gets could not keep pace with new book 
demand and replacement needs. Discard- 
ing of even much worn fiction became a 
luxury. The gradual re-employment of 
many who had turned to books, the lack 
of new books, the need of the library to 
charge registration fees for nonresidents, 
all these took their toll of readers and 
book borrowing; and losses instead of 
gains have been registered since 1933. 

Branch librarians, drawn into the in- 
terests of the community by boom depres- 
sion and recovery periods have made their 
libraries true community centers, with 
many neighborhood gatherings held in 
the library club room, with book clubs, 
story hours, and forum groups conducted 
or encouraged. Librarians have partici- 
pated in local Co-ordinating Councils, 
Parent-Teachers Associations, gatherings 


of members of the Chambers of Com- 
merce, and conferences on such social 
subjects as juvenile delinquency or fam- 
ily relations. —Los ANGELES PuBLIc LI- 
BRARY. 1936 report. 


A Clever Idea 


Not long ago a library Bulletin dated 
March 1934 was handed in at the refer- 
ence desk carefully checked throughout 
in red; the reader who presented it said 
that she had learned how to get the books 
she wanted when she wanted them. Sim- 
ply by checking Bulletins at least two 
years old, and keeping well behind the 
current demand! The books, she said, 
were quite as good reading—indeed often 
better; and there was the great advan- 
tage that the books were usually in. 

Recently two sets of Bulletins for some 
years back were returned to the library; 
they will be available to anyone who 
wants to follow this patron’s clever idea. 
—The City Library Bulletin, SpPRING- 
FIELD, MASSACHUSETTS, Feb. 1937. 


Royal Reading 


Princess Elizabeth and Princess Mar- 
garet are very fond of reading, their 
favourites being Alice In Wonderland, 
Black Beauty, At The Back Of The North 
Wind, Peter Pan, and anything well 
written about horses and dogs. Both 
children have inherited a love of poetry 
from their mother. 

Princess Elizabeth takes a great in- 
terest in history and reads a number of 
historical stories. Her governess set her 
as an Easter holiday task, to read Rob 
Roy and to write an essay on it. The 
author, Sir Walter Scott, was a frequent 
visitor to Glamis Castle, and the room in 
which he slept is today called by his 
name.—Reader’s Index and Guide, Croy- 
DON (ENGLAND) PUBLIC LIBRARIES, May- 
June 1937. 
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A Birthday Celebration 


The thirtieth anniversary of the or- 
ganization of the Oklahoma Library As- 
sociation has been fittingly observed by 
the publication of a history and handbook 
of the libraries of the state. A history 
of each library, whether public, school, 
college or special, a directory of Okla- 
homa librarians and the state law con- 
cerning libraries are among the features 
which make the handbook valuable and 
interesting. 


Speaking of Hours of Labor 


Last year I called your attention to 
the relationship of hours and pay of 
government paid relief workers to hours 
and pay of our staff. Despite years of 
preparaion librarians did not, in that 
comparison, prove without doubt the ad- 
vantages education is supposed to bring. 
The tendency in daily hours of service 
has steadily been downward. The me- 
chanic seems insistent that thirty hours 
constitute a fair weekly schedule; and 
that a larger week indefinitely postpones 
the happy world of peace and plenty to 
be. Much not only might but will be said 
on both sides of that question. However, 
along with a very moderate salary—in- 
deed, poor salary if preparation and scale 
of living be considered—our staff contin- 
ues on the forty hour schedule. It may 
be contended that such a program is not 
burdensome, that, in fact, employment in 
so interesting a pursuit might well lead 
its craftsmen to persist for hours beyond 
that limit. I question whether such phil- 
osopher has experienced the weariness 
which comes to a library assistant who 
for hour after hour has come in contact 
with the widely diversified public throng- 
ing a busy branch library. It is import- 
ant, also, that assistants know something 
about books. Such knowledge cannot be 
gained while the individual is on duty; 
because, first, there is no spare time for 
reading, and, more important still, no 
public employee could be permitted the 
appearance of merely enjoying himself 
while on duty. The incurable book worm 
among us will read the new books at 
home—if library rules do not prevent 
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his taking them out—but many of our 
staff are young persons who should take 
advantage of the cultural influences of- 
fered by a great and complex city. Some 
day, therefore, I hope that if their hours 
be not reduced, thus freeing time which 
professional inclination will surely use 
in the study of books new and old, a part 
of the week may be set aside for the some- 
what leisurely handling of the tools of our 
trade. In the end, such a policy will prove 
stimulating both to staff and public. 
— BROOKLYN PusB.Lic Liprary. Annual 
Report. 1936. 


Study Aids 


The Study Aids and Guided Study Out- 
lines which are issued by the Extension 
Division of the University should be bet- 
ter known and more widely used by li- 
brarians in planning club programs or 
discussion groups. 

Both are designed to aid in the logical 
consideration and systematic study of a 
special subject. The guided study out- 
lines carry the added advantages of as- 
sistance by the professor or instructor 
who planned the course, and the oppor- 
tunity of a lecture or series of lectures 
by an expert in the field. 

Guided Studies are available at 45c 
per copy in the state of Wisconsin, with 
15% discount on the purchase of five 
copies or more. 

Further information in regard to sub- 
jects discussed, and prices, may be ob- 
tained by writing to University Extension 
Division, Madison, Wisconsin. 


Building America 


The publication of Building America, 
edited by the Society for Curriculum 
Study, has been taken over by E. M. Hale 
& Co., 5193 Plankington Arcade, Mil- 
waukee, and will hereafter be issued from 
Wisconsin. This publication, planned to 
supply study material in the social sci- 
ences for high schools, should be known 
in public libraries also. Each volume, 
covering one unit, is handsomely illus- 
trated and interestingly written. The 
subscription price, for eight months, 
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October-May, is $2.25. Single copies of 
any one unit may be had at 30 cents 
each, and bound volume for the year may 
be had for $2.50 each. Volume 1 covers 
Housing, Food, Men and machines, 
Transportation, Health, Communication, 
Power, Recreation, Youth faces the world. 
Volume 2, Our constitution, Safety, Cloth- 
ing, Social Security, Steel, We consumers, 
Conservation, and Movies. Subjects an- 
nounced for Volume 3, which began with 
October, 1937, include News, Our farm- 
ers, Labor, Education, Our Federal gov- 
ernment and others. 

The publication will continue to be 
edited from New York by the Society for 
Curriculum Study, but all business cor- 
respondence should be addressed to the 
Milwaukee office. 


Northwest Territory 


1937 brings the 150th anniversary of 
the creation of the Northwest Territory, 
of which Wisconsin was a part. The 
Northwest Territory Celebration Com- 
mission, E. M. Hawes, Executive Di 
rector, Marietta, Ohio, has prepared a 
number of bibliographies and study club 
outlines which will be sent free of charge 
to any library or organizaion wishing to 
take part in the celebration. 


Railway Literature For Young People 


The numerous requests received by 
railroads and the Association of Ameri- 
can Railroads for information about 
transportation are answered by a useful 
bibliography including 150 books, pam- 
phlets and periodicals arranged by 
grades, from kindergarten through high 
school. All phases of railway transporta- 
tion, past and present, are covered. 

While impossible to furnish these to 
pupils, the Association of American Rail- 
roads, Washington, D. C., will be glad 
to send a free copy to any school super- 
intendent, teacher or librarian who re- 
quests it. 


Smithsonian Scientific Series 


We understand that special efforts will 
be directed this year toward the sale of 
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this series in Wisconsin. A review of 
this publication may be found in A. L. A. 
Subscription Books Bulletin for April 
1934, 


Wisconsin Statutes 1987 


The current volume of Wisconsin Stat- 
utes is ready for distribution. Each pub- 
lic library applying therefor is entitled 
to receive a copy. You are reminded that 
application must be made promptly, 
either to the Bureau of Purchases in the 
Capitol or to the Commission office, be- 
fore the supply allotted for this purpose 
is exhausted. 


Pan American Radio Program 


To promote further the Good Neighbor 
Policy of this country with Latin America 
the radio series “Brave New World” will 
be presented each Monday beginning 
November 1 at 9:30 p. m. C. S. T. over the 
Columbia Broadcasting System. The 
broad sweep of the history of Latin 
America will be dramatically developed 
around the lives of its great leaders, 
statesmen, educators, poets and artists. 
The series will continue through April 
25, 1938. Diplomatic representatives from 
all the Latin American Republics have 
enthuiastically endorsed the project. Es- 
pecially close cooperation is being devel- 
oped with libraries, schools, and various 
educational organizations. Detailed pro- 
grams and other information may be ob- 
tained from the U. S. Office of Education 
at Washington. 


Certification Board 


Certificates have been granted to: 
Evelyn Achtenberg, Wausau 
Grace M. Atherton, West Allis 
Marie W. Barkman, Wausau 
Esther M. Binte, Horicon 
Loretta M. Casey, Kenosha 
Nelda T. Cooke, Neenah 
Grace W. Cotts, West Allis 
Sara E. M. Crone, Kenosha 
Irene W. Doud, New London 
Elizabeth M. Faber, Chicago, Illinois 
Elton L. Fry, South Milwaukee 
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Norma V. Finn, Merrill 

Lenore M. Gordon, Racine 
Katherine M. Gormley, Washington, D. C. 
Jennie Gray, Benton 

Grace Hacker, Superior 

Mrs. Ethel D. Hanna, Fontana 
Mrs. Mary L. Hanzlik, Wonewoc 
Mrs. Ella Hauser, Crandon 

Marion E. Jaques, La Crosse 
Helen E. Johnson, Kenosha 
Martha L. Klein, Oshkosh 
Dorothy A. Kotkosky, Appleton 
Dorothy L. Last, Plymouth 

Rose S. Lavine, Superior 

Mrs. L. E. Luck, Waupun 

Marian M. Manthei, Marshfield 
Carroll A. Mickelson, Black Earth 
Ann Jane O’Connor, Ladysmith 
Julia S. Osborne, Madison 

Mrs. Alice S. Pelfrey, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Salomia K. Stapko, Milwaukee 


Agnes B. Tangjerd, Eau Claire 
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Licenses have been granted to: 
Enid C. Anger, Wausau 
Marie J. Beil, Waukesha 
Lucille K. Berg, Racine 
Catherine T. Casey, New Richmond 
Mary J. Christopher, Racine 
Grace M. Fleischauer, Fort Atkinson 
Allie Freeman, Horicon 
Laurie E. Hansen, Green Bay 
Helen A. Jansky, Madison 
Helen H. Kafer, Viroqua 
Mrs. Doris Mielke, Rib Lake 
Viola M. Nielsen, Racine 
Ruth C. Osborne, Neenah 
Harriet A. Proudfoot, Monroe 
Ethel E. Remes, Antigo 
Naomi M. Schwitzke, Wausau 
Ruth Sonnanstine, Green Bay 
Erana M. Stadler, West Allis 
Evelyn G. Stai, Mondovi 
Alyce J. Tilton, Sheboygan 
Dorothy J. Uecker, Mayville 
Marion E. Wollin, Lake Mills 


OUTSTANDING BOOKS FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES* 


1936-1937 


Eyes To The East 


Buck, Pearl S. Fighting Angel. Reynal 
$2.50. 

Crow, Carl. Four hundred million cus- 
tomers. Harper $3. 

Dulles, F. R. Forty years of American 
Japanese relations. Appleton $3. 

Ichikawa, Haruko. Japanese lady in 
Europe. Dutton $2.50. 

Kang, Younghill. East goes west. Scrib- 
ner $2.75. 
Karig, Walter. 
Bobbs $2.50. 
Tilman, H. H. The far east comes nearer. 

Lippincott $2. 


Asia’s good neighbor. 


Trouble Areas in Europe 


Brady, R. A. The spirit and structure 
of German fascism. Viking $3. 
Feuchtwanger, Lion. Moscow, 1937. Vik- 


ing $2. 


Gide, Andre. Return from the U.S. S. R. 
Knopf $1. 

Lyons, Eugene. Assignment in Utopia. 
Harcourt $3.50. 

Paul, Elliott. Life and death of a Span- 
ish town. Random $2.50. 

Silone, Ignazio. Bread and wine. Harper 
$2.50 (fiction) 

Williams, Albert Rhys. 
Harcourt $3. 


The Soviets. 


Here At Home 


Borchard, E. M. and Large, W. P. Neu- 
trality for the United States. Yale 
$3.50. 

Calkins, Clinch. Spy overhead. Har- 
court $2.50. 


Lumpkin, K. D. and Douglas, D. W. Child 
workers in America. McBride $3.50. 
Lynd, R. S. and H. M. Middletown in 

transition. Harcourt $5. 


* Prepared for the W. L. A. meeting in Madison October 13-15. 
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Looking To The Past 


Buck, P. H. The road to reunion, 1865- 
1900. Little $3.25. 

Dick, Everett. The sod house frontier. 
Appleton $5. 

Doane, G. H. Searching for your ances- 
tors. Whittlesey House $2.50. 

Fish, C. R. The American civil war, an 
interpretation. Longmans $3.50. 

Hesseltine, W. B. History of the South. 
Prentice-Hall $3.75. 

Hicks, J. D. The Federal union. Hough- 
ton $4.75. 

Maurois, Andre. The miracle of England. 
Harper $3.75. 

Paxson, F. L. The pre-war years. Hough- 
ton $3.75. 


Reminiscent Biography 


Abbott, E. H. Being little in Cambridge. 
Appleton $2.50. 

Day, Clarence. Life with mother. Knopf 
$2. 

Ethridge, W. S. As I live and breathe. 
Stokes $2.50. 

Field, Isobel. This life I’ve loved. Long- 
mans $3. 

Horan, Kenneth. Remember the day. 
Doubleday $2. 

Lewis, F. Suns go down. Macmillan $2. 

Lutes, Della. The country kitchen. Put- 
nam $2.50. 

McAdoo, Eleanor W. The Woodrow Wil- 
sons. Macmillan $3.50. 

Maxim, H. P. A genius in the family. 
Harper $2. 

Morton, Rosalie S. A woman surgeon. 
Stokes $3. 

Noyes, P. B. My father’s house. Farrar 
$3.50. 

Rascoe, Burton. Before I forget. Double- 
day $3. 

Van de Water, F. F. A home in the 
country. Reynal $2. 

White, W. A. Forty years on Main Street. 
Farrar $3. 
Whitney, Janet. 

$3.50. 


Elizabeth Fry. Little 


Travel and Adventure 


Bowman, Heath & Dickinson, Sterling. 
Westward from Rio. Willett $3. 
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Coffin, R. P. T. Kennebec: cradle of 
Americans. Farrar $2.50. 

Davis, R. H. Canada cavalcade. Apple- 
ton $3. 

Holdridge, Desmond. Escape to the trop- 
ics. Harcourt $2.50. 

Idaho; a. guide in word and pictures. 
Caxton $3. 

Johnson, Irving. Westward bound in the 
schooner Yankee. Norton $3. 

Rothery, Agnes. Denmark, kingdom of 
reason. Viking $3. 

Siegfried, Andre. Canada. Harcourt $3. 


Two Unexpected Best Sellers 


Hogben, L. T. Mathematics for the mil- 
lion. Norton $3.75. 

Link, H. C. Return to religion. Macmil- 
lan $1.75. 


Escape To Nature 


Butler, L. L. Birds around the year. Ap- 
pleton $2. 

Chapman, Wendell and Lucie. Wilder- 
ness wanderers. Scribner $3.75. 

Eckstein, Gustav. Canary. Harper $2.50. 

Sanderson, I. T. Animal treasure. Vik- 
ing $3. 

Schmid, B. Interviewing animals. Hough- 
ton $3. 

Peterson, A. M. The A B C of attracting 
birds. Bruce $1.50. 


House and Garden 


Free, M. Gardening. Harcourt $3.50. 

Gordon, E. and Ducas, D. More house 
for your money. Morrow $2.50. 

Griffith, Mary S. Gardening on nothing 
a year. Hale, Cushman $1.75. 

McFarland, J. H. Roses of the world. 
Houghton $4. 

Price, Lita and Bennet, Harriet. Maid- 
craft. Bobbs $1.50. 

Tolman, Beth and Page, R. The country 
dance book. Farrar $2. 

Wilson, Margery. The new etiquette. 
Stokes $3.50. 
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Novels of the Year 


Aldis, Dorothy. 
Houghton $2. 

Binns, Archie. The laurels are cut down. 
Reynal $2.50. 

Bojer, Johan. By day and by night. Ap- 
pleton $2.50. 

Cronin, A. J. The citadel. Little $2.50. 

Derleth, August. Still is the summer 
night. Scribner $2.50. 


Time at her heels. 


Forbes, Esther. Paradise. Harcourt 
$2.50. 

Foster, Michael. American dream. Mor- 
row $3. 


Gale, Zona. Light woman. Appleton $2. 

Goudge, Elizabeth. A city with bells. 
Coward $2.50. 

Gulbranssen, T. The wind from the 
mountains. Putnam $2.50. 

Heth, E. H. Told with a drum. Hough- 
ton $2. 
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Kantor, MacKinlay. Arouse and beware. 
Coward $2.50. 

Kaye-Smith, Sheila. Rose Deeprose. Har- 
per $2.50. 

Marquand, J. P. The late George Apley. 
Little $2.50. 

Maxwell, William. They came like swal- 
lows. Harper $2. 


Richter, Conrad. Sea of grass. Knopf 
$1.25. 
Ross, Leonard Q. The education of 


H*Y*M*A*N K*A*P*L*A*N. Har- 
court $2. 

Roberts, Kenneth. Northwest passage. 
Doubleday $2.50. 

Steinbeck, John. Of mice and men. Covici 
$2. 

Wilkins, Vaughan. 
Macmillan $2.50. 

Woolf, Virginia. The years. 

$2.75. 


And so—Victoria. 


Harcourt 


A SELECTED LIST OF CURRENT BOOKS 


Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


General Works 


Dickinson, Asa Don. The best books of 
the decade, 1926-1935. 1937. 194p. 
Wilson. 028 


An annotated list of 400 books published within 
the dates mentioned. Supplements One thousand 
best books and Best books of our time, 1901-1925. 
Gives brief biographical facts about the authors. 

See Booklist 34: 5 Sept. 1, ’87. 


Hazeltine, Mary Emogene, ed. One hun- 
dred years of Wisconsin authorship, 
1836-1937. 2v. (mimeographed) 
147p. Wis. Library Assn. Edel E. 
Seebach, Treas., Milwaukee Public 
Library, $1. 016.9775 or 977.5 


An annotated bibliography of books by over 900 
Wisconsin writers, arranged according to the 
Dewey classification, with cross references, brief 
identification of authors, and indexes to both 
authors and localities. This edition is regarded 
as tentative; it is possible that, after additions 
and corrections have been made, there will be a 
printed edition; but that will not be for some 
time to come, and libraries will do well to secure 
copies of the work in its present form. 


Philosophy and Religion 


Carlson, Dick. How to develop personal 
power. 1937. 228p. Harper, $2. 150 
A program for self improvement based on a 

course which the author has given for several 

years at the University of California. The ad- 


vice is practical and no easy short cuts are sug- 
gested. 


Crawford, Nelson Antrim. Your child 
faces war. 1937. 118p. Coward, 
$1.25. 172.4 
An aid to peace education, intended for parents 

who are baffled with the many contradictions 

in modern life that are difficult to reconcile with 
the ideals they try to hold up to their children. 

In question and answer form. 


Haydon, A. Eustace. Man’s search for 
the good life; an inquiry into the na- 
ture of religions. 1937. 269p. Har- 
per, $2.50. 290 
The attitude toward religion of the ancient, 


medieval and modern worlds interpreted by a 
liberal religious teacher. 
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Sociology 
Dulles, Foster Rhea. Forty years of 
American-Japanese relations. 1937. 


289p. illus. Appleton, $3. 327 

Timely presentation of a subject of vital interest 

to all thinking Americans. Concise, unbiased, and 
easily readable. 


Kinsman, Delos O. Our economic world. 
1937. 584p. illus. Crowell, $3.50. 
330.973 


Planned as a text book in economic geography, 
this book presents much valuable information on 
natural resources, manufacturing, transportation 
and marketing. Useful for school or general ref- 
erence purposes. By a former professor at Law- 
rence College, now at American University, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


Lippmann, Walter. The good society. 
1937. 402p. Little, $3. 321.4 


The “good society” is the Liberal society, free 
from Fascism, Communism, Toryism, and New 
Dealism. The subject matter, while inherently dif- 
ficult, is presented with reasonable simplicity. 
Appeared in part in the Atlantic. 

See Booklist 37: 49 Oct. 1, *37. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Floherty, John J. Youth at the wheel. 
1937. 154p. illus. Lippincott, $1.75. 
629.2 


Addressed to youth, because of the preponderance 
of accidents involving drivers under twenty, but 
worth the attention of anyone who drives a car. 
Gives a clear description of the mechanism of an 
automobile, with helpful illustrations and dia- 
grams; and safe driving is closely related to in- 
telligent handling of the car. Worthy of wide 
circulation. 


Lynde, C. J. Science experiences with 
home equipment. 1937. 226p. illus. 
Int. Text, $1.25. 530 
The old trick of getting an egg into a milk 

bottle and out again without breaking it is only 
one of the many simple scientific experiments 
described in this book. Any group of young people 
will find it fascinating; so will older members of 
the family circle. 


Morrison, A. C. Man in a chemical 
world. 1937. 292p. Scribner, $3. 660 


In eleven chapters, with such titles as Keeping 
well, Feeding millions, Wheels and wings, From 
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papyrus to television, the author sketches the de- 
velopments in chemistry as they affect modern life. 


Price, Lita and Bonnet, Harriet. Maid- 
craft; a guide for the one-maid house- 
hold. 1937. 216p. Bobbs, $1.50. 647 


Both mistress and maid should welcome this 
book. The inexperienced housewife, employing a 
maid for the first time, will find it a help in plan- 
ning her routines; the intelligent maid, ambitious 
to do her work well, will find it a guide to proper 
conduct as well as to greater efficiency. In voca- 
tional classes training for household service it will 
prove invaluable. 


Fine Arts 
Flaherty, Frances H. Elephant dance. 
1937. 1386p. illus. Scribner, $2.75 
791.4 


These are Mrs. Flaherty’s letters from India, 
written while her husband was making the film 
Elephant boy. The charm of the country as she 
describes it (for her two young daughters) com- 
bined with the excitement of making the film and 
the many beautiful illustrations, make it a fas- 
cinating book. In Sabu, the elephant boy she has 
told something of the same experience for children. 


Heylbut, Rose and Gerber, Aime. Back- 
stage at the opera. 1937. 3265p. illus. 
Crowell, $3. 782 


Two of the three sections of this book are de- 
voted to reminiscences of opera stars, the third, 
and most unique, to the routines by which an opera 
is cast and staged. The collaborating author was 
paymaster at the Metropolitan for nearly 40 years. 
With its well chosen illustrations will attract wide 
interest. 

See Booklist 84: 65 Oct. 15, ’87. 


Johnson, Gerald W. A little night mu- 
sic. 1937. 125p. Harper, $1.50. 780 


Chapters from this book appearing in Harper’s 
Magazine were received with delight by the musical 
and semi-musical alike, for the fervor and wit with 
which the author developed the thesis. What this 
country needs, he says, is more bum music, that 
is music played for the pure love of it. 


Literature 


Day, Clarence. Life with mother. 1937. 
250p. Knopf, $2. 814 or 824 


Father is here too, but primarily it is mother’s 
book :—Mother gives Father a surprise, Mother 
gets an allowance, Mother travels alone, Mother 
and the servant problem. For once, here is a sequel 
that isn’t disappointing. 








November, 1937] 


Drew, Elizabeth, Discovering drama. 
1937. 252p. Norton, $2.50. 808.2 
Challenging the modern ph on production 





rather than content, the author reviews the drama 
of the past and present, discussing the relationship 
between literature, drama and the theater, prob- 
lems of the playwright, differing conceptions of 
comedy and tragedy and the place of poetic drama, 
illustrating her comments from plays of past and 
present. Witty and readable, will prove illuminat- 
ing to the average reader, a delight to the drama 
lover with a background of many plays read or 
seen, 


McCole, C. J. Lucifer at large. 1937. 
337p. Longmans, $3. 813 


A critical work, tracing the defeatist tendency in 
modern literature thru such writers as Dreiser, 
Cabell, Anderson, Hemingway, Dos Passos, Faulk- 
ner, Thomas Wolfe, and J. T. Farrell. Conservative 
in its estimates. 


Millay, Edna St. Vincent. Conversation 
at midnight. 1937. 126p. Harper, 
$2. 812 or 822 


Conversations carried on by a group of seven 
men, as far apart in thought as banker from com- 
munist, agnostic from priest, the metrical style 
changing with the subject matter and tone of the 
talk. Not Miss Millay at her best, but shot through 
with irony and wit, and, occasionally, with broad 
humor. 

See Booklist 84: 8 Sept. 1, 1937 


Nicolson, Harold. Small talk. 1937. 
252p. Harcourt, $2. 824 


In this collection of essays the reader will be 
likely to turn first to ‘Vision of America,” ““Amer- 
ican and English humor” or ‘‘What struck me most 
in America.” Other subjects—On being efficient, 
On telling the truth, Good taste and bad, How to 
read books—will yield equal interest and pleasure. 

See Booklist 84: 8 Sept. 1, 1937 


Teasdale, Sara. The collected poems of 
Sara Teasdale. 1935. 311p. Macmil- 
lan, $2.50. 811 or 821 
Contains all of the author’s poems, with the ex- 

ception of a few she had indicated that she did 

not care to keep. Most libraries will want it as 

a volume worth a permanent place in the poetry 

collection. 


Thomas, Russell, ed. Plays and the the- 
atre. 1937. 729p. Little, $1.68. 808.2 


Eleven plays, ranging in time from the Antigone 
of Sophocles down to the present day, interspersed 
with essays on the drama of the different periods 
repr ted. Good ding type makes it an at- 
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tractive volume for general circulation as well as 
for study. 


Biography 


Abbe, Patience, Richard and John. Of 
all places! 1937. 253p. illus. Stokes, 
$2. 921 
The young Abbes in Hollywood. They have 

grown older and the book has less of spontaneity 

than their first offering, but their comments are 
still shrewd and many readers will like it for its 
casual reference to famous names, Shirley Temple 
and Freddy Bartholemew, as well as older stars. 


Carter, John Franklin. The rectory fam- 

ily. 1937. 275p. Coward, $2.50. 921 

New England—more specifically Williamstown, 
Mass.—in the good old days before America went 
to war; a normal family growing up in a com- 
fortable home, with cultured associations and a 
very slight knowledge of life outside their own 
circle. The author’s purpose was to set down “the 
things which we, and thousands of families like our 
own, took for granted in those kindly years before 
the deluge.”” Will interest those who were children 
or parents in those years from 1900-1920. 


Cowdrey, Mary Boynton, ed. The check- 
ered years. 1937. 265p. Caxton, $3. 
921 
In the year 1884 Mary Dodge Woodward left her 
Wisconsin home to go with her husband to one of 
the big bonanza wheat farms of Dakota territory. 
This book, edited by her granddaughter, now living 
in Portage, is made up of extracts from her diary, 
between the years 1884-1889. It gives an authentic 
account of pioneer hardships and triumphs and an 
unforgettable picture of the great days when wheat 
ruled the prairies. 


Kroll, Harry Harrison. I was a share 
cropper. 1937. 327p. Bobbs, $2.75. 
921 
The author’s story of his own life as a share 
cropper’s son, recalling vividly childhood scenes 
and impressions, and recounting the slow climb 
upward, by means of photography, rural school 
teaching and study, to a position of dignity and 
security as a novelist and magazine writer. As 
readable as fiction, with wide popular appeal. 


History and Travel 


Dick, Everett. The sod-house frontier, 
1854-1890. 1937. 550p. illus. Ap- 
pleton, $5. 978 

The story of the settlement of the plains is one 
of adaptation to environment. When the settler 
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passed beyond the line of forests he began to build 
his house of other materials than wood. How the 
sod house was constructed, how life was lived 
under these conditions, how women and children 
fared, how they dressed, how they amused them- 
selves, how education was provided, all of this is 
of broad human interest. 
See Booklist 34: 47 Oct. 1, ’87. 


Feuchtwanger, Lion. Moscow, 1937. 


151p. Viking, $2. 914.7 


After a visit to Moscow in January 1937, this 
distinguished German writer records his favorable 
impressions of Soviet progress. Intended as a reply 
to Andre Gide’s Return from the U.S.S.R. 

See Booklist 34: 22 Sept. 15 °37. 


The American civil 
war; an interpretation. 1937. 531p. 
Longmans, $3.50. 973.7 


Fortunately Prof. Fish’s work on the civil war 
was left in sufficiently completed form to permit 
§ts editorial preparation for publication. This task 
has been performed by William Ernest Smith, one 
of his former graduate students, with the assist- 
ance of Louise Phelps Kellogg and others. There 
is an awakened interest in the civil war period at 
the present time and this carefully balanced 
treatment, with its emphasis on the situation out 
of which the war developed, should be widely read. 


Fish, Carl Russell. 


Great mother forest. 
illus. Scribner, $3.75. 
916.7 


Personal experiences in the jungles of the Bel- 
gian Congo, accompanied by a series of notable 
photographic illustrations. The author has led 
several expeditions into the region and has made 
collections for the Royal University of Florence. 
His relations with the natives have been friendly 
and he has no tale of horrors or of narrow 
escapes to record. 


Attilio. 
3834p. 


Gatti, 
1937. 


Hicks, John D. The federal union; a 
history of the United States to 1865. 
1937. 744p. illus. Houghton, $4.75. 

973 

A scholarly, well written text on the college 
level; attractive in appearance and will be useful 
in public libraries for either reference or general 
reading. Has numerous illustrations and maps and 

a full and usable bibliography. 


Holmes, Fred L. Alluring Wisconsin. 
1937. 480p. illus. E. M. Hale, $2. 
917.75 

Geology, history, legend and scenery all con- 
tribute to the fascination of this book. As he wrote 
his books about, Lincoln and Washington by fol- 
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lowing on their trails, so Mr. Holmes has toured 
Wisconsin in preparation for this work. The half- 
tone illustrations are a notable feature of the 
book. They are arranged in sections of eight, and 
since the picture sections are “‘wrapped around” 
the signatures instead of being tipped in, they 
will be more permanent. A must-have for most 
libraries. 


Lyons, Eugene. Assignment in Utopia. 
1937. 658p. Harcourt, $3.50. 914.7 


In 1927 the author went to Moscow as corres- 
pondent for the United Press. His sympathies 
were ardently pro-Soviet. His six years in Russia 
covered a period of gradual dissillusionment, re- 
sulting in a conviction that there is no such thing 
as a good dictatorship; all are of one pattern, 
whether in Russia or Italy or Germany; all based 
on a common disregard for human life. 

See Booklist 34: 67 Oct. 15, ’87. 


Tiltman, Hessell H. The Far East comes 
nearer. 1937. 357p. illus. Lippin- 
cott, $3. 950 

This is as up-to-date as any book can be on the 
rapidly moving Far Eastern situation. For the 
reader who wants a background for his daily news- 
paper reading it will serve the purpose. Written 
by an English journalist. 


Verrill, A. H. My jungle trails. 1937. 
329p. Page, $3.50. 918 
Selected adventures from the author’s long ex- 

perience in the jungles of South and Central 

America. Intended to disprove and counteract 

some of the sensational accounts of other writers. 


Vestal, Stanley, pseud. Mountain men. 
1937. 296p. illus. Houghton, $3. 978 
Episodes in the careers of Jedediah Smith, John 

Colter, Hugh Glass and other frontiersmen of the 


fur-trading period. 
See Booklist 33: 334 Jul. ’87. 


Fiction 


Bailey, Temple. I’ve been to London. 
1937. 330p. Penn, $2. 


Two sisters, Peggy and Pamela, strikingly dif- 
ferent in character and temperament, are the 
characters, and their loves and marriages form the 
theme of this romantic novel, which was appar- 
ently planned at first to center about the corona- 
tion of King Edward. 


Burt, Katharine Newlin. When beggars 
choose. 1937. 255p. Macrae, $2. 


No longer able to provide for her four beautiful 
daughters, and having “‘a good opening” for her- 
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self, Angie Lovatt sends them off to their father’s 
relatives. Each is given a name that would have 
a special significance to the family with which she 
is to live, and the book tells what happened when 
these girls arrived at their respective “homes.” 
Good light reading. 


Canfield, Dorothy. Fables for parents. 
1937. 312p. Harcourt, $2.50. 


Short stories of varying length, all dealing with 
some aspect of parenthood or family relationship. 
See Booklist 34: 27 Sept. 15 ’37. 


Corcoran, William, Golden horizons. 
1937. 282p. Macrae, $2. 


This story of Kansas in its frontier days has 
all the elements of the usual western, bad men, 
gun play and all. But it has also a minor theme 
that gives it a higher rating, that is the agricul- 
tural development of the state, as the secret of 
winter wheat brings fortune to the burning 
prairies. 


Deland, Margaret. Old Chester days. 
1937. 362p. Harper, $2.50. 


A selection of eight stories taken from her other 
books and reprinted in attractive modern format. 
Contents: The note; At the stuffed animal house; 
The grasshopper and the ant; Good for the soul; 
An encore; The voice; The third volume; “An ex- 
ceedingly high mountain.” 


Drinkwater, John. Robinson of Eng- 
land. 1937. 326p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


Mr. Drinkwater has attempted to catch in this 
book, which he finished just before he died last 
spring, the essence of the England he knew and 
loved so well. Uncle Robinson, the chief character, 
preferred a quiet, simple life in the Cotswolds 
where he could learn to know English character 
uncontaminated by the artificial life of the cities. 
Although cast in the form of a story, the fiction 
is an unconvincing as Robinson’s exposition of 
English life is charming. It is decidedly a book 
for quiet people who love quiet things. 


Ertz, Susan. No hearts to break. 1937. 
451. Appleton-Century, $2.50. 


Historical romance of the colorful career of 
Elizabeth Patterson of Baltimore, beautiful, selfish, 
politically ambitious, who married Napoleon’s 
youngest brother, Jerome, in the hope of becoming 
a queen. Thwarted by Napoleon’s refusal to recog- 
nize the union, and Jerome’s marriage to an 
Austrian princess, she devoted her life to her son, 
determined to win greatness for him. Known 
everywhere, she moved among the great of two 
continents, and in her story is reflected the life of 
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the period. Girls of high school age will like it. 
See Booklist 34: 71 Oct. 15 ’87. 


Fauconnier, Genevieve. Claude. 1937. 


265p. Macmillan, $2.50. 


This quiet, rather exquisitely-told story follows 
the life of a French girl, the youngest of six sisters 
in a provincial town, who marries a farmer, at- 
tracted to him by an instinctive love of the soil 
and simple ways of life. Her adjustment to 
realities is delicately suggested. 


Lee, Ranger. Thundering hoofs. 
332p. Greystone press, $2. 
A lively western, in which the excitement of a 
horse race is added to other elements in a rather 


standardized plot. 
Prokosch, Frederic. The seven who fled. 


1937. 


1937. 479p. Harper, $2.50. 


This unusual novel, reminiscent of The Bridge 
of San Luis Rey, tells the story of seven Europeans 
who are forced to flee from a city in the heart of 
Asia. The end is inevitable for each, and each 
comes to realize it in his own way. Mr. Prokosch, 
who was born in Madison, writes, at times, with 
a distinguished style, and always conveys to his 
readers his own vitality and strength. This book 
will bore casual novel readers, but will interest 
those who enjoy good writing and characterization. 


Salminen, Sally. Katrina. 1937. 367p. 


Farrar, $2.50. 


There is a breath of freshness and reality about 
this novel, written by a Finnish housemaid in 
America to depict the life of her own people. 
Katrina, the eldest of three sisters, the prettiest, 
proudest and gayest of the three, marries a ne’r 
do well sailor, who lures her away to his barren 
island home by tales of his wealth and grandeur. 
Disillusionment, poverty and unbelievable hardship 
are her lot thereafter but Katrina meets all with 
her head up. Awarded the Helsingfors prize. 

See Booklist 34: 53 Oct. 1, 87. 


Sweetman, Luke D. Gotch; the story of 
a cow horse. 1936. 318p. illus. Cax- 
ton, $3. 

This story of a cow horse of the western plains 
earries authority and has enough excitement to 
hold attention and interest. Colored frontispiece 
and spirited black and white illustrations. 


Wickenden, Dan. The running of the 
deer. 1937. 343p. Morrow, $2.50. 
There is much charm, particularly in the early 


chapters of this novel, the action of which covers 
the time between December 19 and New Year’s 
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Day. It is a novel of family life and the changes 
brought into the lives of each of the members by 
the events of this Christmas season is the theme. 
The conclusion will seem unsatisfactory to many 
readers, but the author’s treatment of the boy 
Mel (whose father had been reading Moby Dick 
when he was born) is outstanding. 


Children’s Books 


Brink, Carol Ryrie. Baby island. 1937. 
172p. Macmillan, $2. 


A fantastic little story about two little girls who 
liked to borrow babies to play with and how they 
almost got enough of it. Four babies to take care 
of for the three months during which they lived 
on a small island in the South Seas, after a ship 
wreck, and the conversion of the baby-hating 
bachelor who thought he owned the island kept 
them busy. For girls 8-12. 


Buckland, Gertrude S. Let’s give a play. 
1937. 197p. illus. Crowell, $1.50. 
812 or 822 


A fresh approach to time-worn historical themes 
about which holiday plays have been written. The 
nine plays are simple in staging, costuming and 
expression, and will be appreciated by teachers 
and young actors in grades 5 to 7. Publisher’s 
permission should be obtained before using them 
in a performance to which admission fee is charged. 

See Booklist 33: 311 Jun. 87. 


Dalgleish, Alice. Wings for the Smiths. 
1937. 89p. illus. Scribner, $1.75. 


Life became more exciting for the Smith family 
when father bought an airplane and learned to 
fly. Gregg and Susan became air minded, organized 
the Friends of Aviation club, and many unexpected 
things happened. Illustrated by the Haders. For 
6-10 year olds. 

See Booklist 87: 53 Oct. 1 ’37. 


Flaherty, Frances. Sabu, the elephant 
boy. 1937. 58p. illus. Oxford, $1. 


The wife of the director of the moving picture, 
Elephant Boy, tells of the search for the Hindu 
boy to play the part of Toomai in Kipling’s story. 
Many of the interesting incidents which occurred 
during the making of the picture are related. Most 
of the illustrations are taken from the picture. 
While the small type will make reading more dif- 
ficult for the younger readers for whom the book 
is intended, anyone who found pleasure in seeing 
the picture will enjoy this readable account of what 
went on behind the scenes. 

See Booklist 83: 314 Jun, ’87, 
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Fyleman, Rose. Here we come a’piping. 
1937. 83p. illus. Stokes, $1. 821 


A gay mixture of poetry, old and new, for the 
youngest readers. Most of the poems are short 
and many will be easily memorized by youthful 
readers or listeners. 

See Booklist 34: 33 Sept. 15 87. 


Gilchrist, Marie Emilie, and Ogle, Lu- 


cille. Rolling along through the cen- 
turies. 1937. 56p. illus. Longmans, 
$1.25. 620 


The story of transportation from primitive times 
when logs were used to carry heavy loads, to the 
invention of wheels and the present streamlined 
adaptations on land and sea. Effective and beauti- 
ful illustrations. 

See Booklist 34: 33 Sept. 15 ’87. 


Hager, Alice. Big loop and little. 1937. 
unp. illus. Macmillan, $2. 917.8 


“A book designed to show the cowboy as he is 
...A rounded picture and moving story of every 
day ranching” (Preface). Photographic illustra- 
tions of high merit accompany the historical and 
practical information about all phases of cowboy 
life. 


Holberg, Ruth and Richard. Hester and 
Timothy, pioneers. 1937. 128p. il- 
lus. Doubleday, $1.50. 


When the Clark family traveled by wagon from 
Chicago to “Milwaukie” in 1835, new adventures 
began for eight-year-old Hester and her older 
brother. They went to a new school, learned to 
know the Indians, acquired the arts of shooting 
and hunting, and best of all, became acquainted 
with Solomon Juneau and his family. Of special 
interest to Wisconsin boys and girls. 

See Booklist 34: 76 Oct. 15 °87. 


Jordan, Nina R. The home toy shop. 
1937. 2338p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 680 


Many simple toys which might be made by 
children of six to ten years of age are described 
here. The material is easily available such as 
discarded inner tubes, cardboard boxes and spools. 
The directions are simple and clear and the illus- 
trations and diagrams by the author furnish addi- 
tional assistance. 

See Booklist 84: 83 Sept. 15 ’87, 


Leeming, Joseph. Fun with boxes. 1937. 
118p. illus. Stokes, $2. 680 
Toys and games, household articles and gifts 


which can be made from cardboard and wooden 
boxes are described and the process carefully ex- 
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plained in simple words. Illustrations of diagrams 
and drawings increase the ease with which in- 
structions may be followed. For boys and girls 
10-15 years old. 

See Booklist 34: 18 Sept. 1 ’87. 


Palmer, Elizabeth. The nightingale 
house. 1937. 122p. Scribner, $1.75. 


Tillie Wick lived in Minnesota 60 years ago. Her 
prized possessions were the desk in which she 
kept her diary and the beautiful doll house in 
which Jennie Lind lived. The second part of the 
book tells how these treasures came into the pos- 
session of Dooky Turner, a very modern litle girl. 
Girls 7-10 will enjoy the story. 

See Booklist 84:13 Sept. 1 ’37. 


Slocum, Rosalie. Breakfast with the 
clowns. 1937. unp. illus. Viking, $1. 


The lure of the circus permeates this story of 
Abby and her father, who got up early to watch 
the circus unload and to eat breakfast with the 
clowns. There weren’t any clowns when Abby first 
sat down at the table but they appeared before she 
had finished her baked beans and ice cream. Charm- 
ing illustrations by the author. Ages 4-7. 

See Booklist 34: 84 Sept. 15 ’37. 


Steen, Elizabeth K. Red jungle boy. 
1937. 83p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 


The Araguayan River jungle in Brazil, with its 
vegetation and animal life, is vividly presented 
here by word and colored pictures. The scientist- 
author has been a member of two expeditions who 
studied the life of the people living there. In 
simple narrative, concerned primarily with the 
experiences of a single day, we learn about the 
Indian boy Dohobare and his successful efforts 
to convince his father that he had attained man- 
hood. Ages 6-10. 

See Booklist 34: 84 Sept. 15 ’87. 


For Young People 


Beaty, John O. Swords in the dawn. 
1937. 212p. illus. Longmans, $2. 


The manner of life of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors 
is presented in this 5th century story of Hengist 
the Jute who conquered Britain where he took 
his bride, Freawa, daughter of his king. Incidents 
and characters are taken from Old English liter- 
ature, particularly Beowulf. The style is dig- 
nified and appropriate to the hero story theme. 
For boys and girls of Junior High age, and over, 
who have not outgrown their delight in knightly 
legends. 

See Booklist 84: 76 Oct. 15 °87. 
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Cobb, Walter F. Every-day first aid. 
1937. 269p. Appleton-Century, $1.50. 
614.8 


A first aid book in which each chapter is intro- 
duced by a newspaper item, giving an account 
of an accident. This is folowed by directions for 
the proper first aid methods. An approach which 
will lend interest to first-aid lessons. 

See Booklist 34:20 Sept. 15 ’87. 


Ernst, Mrs. Margaret 8. Words: Eng- 
lish roots and how they grow. 1937. 
112p. Knopf, $1.20. 420 


“The only sensible and amusing road to learn- 
ing to spell is not by memorizing long lists of 
words, but by learning how words grew and why 
they are put together.” The author sets forth this 
objective for the entertaining book which will 
interest boys and girls as well as older people who 
find the dictionary exciting reading. 

See Booklist 34: 33 Sept. 15 ’87. 


Halliburton, Richard. Book of marvels: 
the occident. 1937. 314p. illus. Bobbs, 
$2.50. 

Out of his travels and experiences in many parts 
of the world the author has written a geography 
for children, introducing them to some of the 
wonders of the new and old worlds. Well printed, 
splendidly illustrated and interestingly written, 
it should prove both a popular and useful supple- 
mentary book in its field. 

See Booklist 34: 55 Oct. 1 ’87. 


Hamilton, Elizabeth B. How they start- 

ed. 1937. 286p. Harcourt, $2. 920 

Selections from the early chapters of published 
biographies, showing how nine famous men got 
their start. The men chosen are Davy Crockett, 
J. D. Rockefeller, Hans Christian Andersen, Abra- 
ham Lincoln, Lincoln Steffens, Theodore Roosevelt, 
W. T. Sherman, Dwight Morrow, John James 
Audubon. 

See Booklist 84:12 Sept. 1 °37. 


Knox, Rose B. Footlights afloat. 1937. 
300p. Doubleday, $2. 
Janet and Cecile were members of the troupe cf 


performers on King’s New Wonder, a showboat 
which sailed on the Mississippi River in 1879. 


Authentic material has been used for the story, 
which is slight in plot but gives such a true picture 
of the life is presents. Older girls will appreciate 
the glamour of the setting, and the love story which 
threads its way through the incidents. 
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Reed, W. Maxwell and Lucas, Jannette. 
Animals on the march. 1937. 335p. 
illus. Harcourt, $3. 570 
The ancestors of our present day animals are 

given first place in this introduction to paleontol- 

ogy. Begins with the Devonian period when the 
higher forms of life were beginning to develop. 
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Wise, Winifred E. Swift walker. 1937. 
288p. illus. Harcourt, $2. 921 


A true story of the American fur trade, based 
on an actual narrative in the possession of the 
Chicago Historical Society. Will be read by boys 
with a genuine interest in the historical background 
of the fur trade that centered around Mackinac. 

See Booklist 34: 56 Oct. 1 ’87. 





Of interest to adults as well as to older boys and 
girls. 





AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION MIDWINTER MEETING 


The Palmer House, at State and Monroe Streets, Chicago, will be head- 
quarters for the A. L. A. Midwinter conference, December 27 to 30, 1937. 


1938 CONFERENCE OF THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


June 13 to 18 has been selected as the time for the 1938 annual con- 
ference of the American Library Association, to be held in Kansas City, 
Missouri. General sessions, exhibits, and a majority of group meetings 
will be held in the Municipal Auditorium, which is located within three 
blocks of seven hotels that will reserve a total of more than thirteen 
hundred rooms for delegates. 





